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Ebad Banissi is a full research professor in the Department of Infor-
matics at London South Bank University. Ebad leads the Visualization 
and Graphics Research Unit (VGRU) which currently has 9 doctoral 
research students and a number of Knowledge Transfer Partnership 
associates. Ebad is one of the original members of the Information Vi-
sualization (IV) Forum in Europe and the Computer Graphics, Imaging 
and Visualization (CGIV) Forum in Asia. 
banisse@lsbu.ac.uk
Cees de Bont is the Dean of the School of Design at the Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University (PolyU) and Swire Chair Professor of Design. 
Prior to his appointment at PolyU, he was the Dean of the Faculty of 
Industrial Design Engineering at the Delft University of Technology in 
the Netherlands.  His research interests include: design education, con-
sumer behavior, innovation adoption, design methods and networked 
innovation. He is the Chairman of the Steering Committee of the Jockey 
Club Design Institute for Social Innovation and a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Hong Kong Design Center and PMQ.  
cees.debont@polyu.edu.hk
Richard Brath had designed and developed interactive visualizations 
in industry for more than 25 years. These are in use today by hundreds 
of thousands of users. Together with David Jonker, Richard published 
Graph Analysis and Visualization (Wiley, 2015). Richard is a partner at Un-
charted Software. He has degrees in architecture and computer science 
and remains active in visualization research including an in-progress 
PhD in visualization.  
richard.brath@alumni.utoronto.ca
Maria Camacho is a member of the Centre for Design Innovation at 
Swinburne University of Technology, Australia, and lectures on Design 
Strategy and Innovation. She is academic partner of Stanford Universi-
ty’s ME310 program. She has led the development and establishment of 
two innovative undergraduate programs in Colombia, and worked in 
industry on design, strategy and innovation. She has been a visiting pro-
fessor and presenter at Universities internationally. She has published 
on design thinking, including co-authoring a book on design thinking 
in Spanish: 101 Claves para la innovación: 101 Claves que hemos aprendido para 
innovar a través del design thinking. 
mcamacho@swin.edu.au
Ken Friedman is Chair Professor of Design Innovation Studies at Tongji 
University and University Distinguished Professor at Swinburne Uni-
versity of Technology. He is editor-in-chief of She Ji: The Journal of Design, 
Economics, and Innovation. Friedman was formerly Professor of Leadership 
and Strategic Design at the Norwegian School of Management and at 
Denmark’s Design School. His research concentrates on organization, 
culture, and design in the knowledge economy. For many years, Fried-
man was active in the laboratory of ideas known as Fluxus. His work 
from the 1960s was recently exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art in 
New York and the Centre Pompidou in Paris. 
ken.friedman.sheji@icloud.com
Gerda Gemser is Full Professor of Design and Business at RMIT Univer-
sity of Technology and Design. She received her PhD from Rotterdam 
School of Management (Erasmus University) and has had positions at 
different universities in The Netherlands including Delft University 
of Technology. Her research interests are: design effectiveness, design 
management, and design innovation. She has published on these topics 
in leading academic journals including Design Studies, Journal of 
Product Innovation Management, Organization Studies, Organization 
Science, and Journal of Management. She is part of the editorial board 
of Journal of Product Innovation Management and Journal of Design, 
Business & Society.   
gerda.gemser@rmit.edu.au
Michael Lissack is the executive director of the Institute for the Study 
of Coherence and Emergence (ISCE), President of the American Society 
for Cybernetics (ASC), the ISCE Professor of Meaning in Organizations, 
Visiting Professor of Design and Innovation at Tongji University (Shang-
hai), a Visiting Fellow at the Hull University Business School, an Affiliate 
Member of the Center for Philosophy & History of Science at Boston 
University, and a serial entrepreneur. He was the first Walter J. Hickel 
Professor at Alaska Pacific University. He founded both a non-profit 
research institute and a charity for artists, launched an international 
PhD program in corporate anthropology, has written half dozen books, 
been a successful Wall Street banker, and a candidate for public office. 
Worth Magazine recognized Dr. Lissack as one of “Wall Street’s 25 
Smartest Players” in 1999 and as one of the 100 Americans who have 
most influenced “how we think about money” in 2001. His most recent 
invention - an Internet research reference librarian replacement can be 
found at http://epi-search.com. His most recent academic work can be 
found at http://remedy101.com. 
lissack@isce.edu
Göran Roos is a member of the Economic Development Board of South 
Australia and of the Council for Flinders University. He is a Stretton 
Fellow appointed by the City of Playford at University of Adelaide; 
Adjunct Professor at Entrepreneurship, Commercialisation and Innova-
tion Centre, University of Adelaide; Adjunct Professor at University of 
Technology Sydney Business School; and Adjunct Associate Professor in 
the College of Business, Nanyang Business School, Nanyang Technolog-
ical University, Singapore. Göran is a fellow of the Australian Academy 
of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE) and of the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Engineering Sciences (IVA). 
goran@roos.org.uk
Yrjö Sotamaa is President Emeritus of Cumulus Association and Profes-
sor Emeritus of Design Innovation at the Aalto University School of Art 
and Design. He was former long time President of the University of Art 
and Design Helsinki TAIK and adviser to universities in Austria, China, 
Denmark, England, and Korea. He is Professor and Advisory Dean at 
the Tongji University College of Design and Innovation in Shanghai, 
and former Executive Vice Director of the Sino-Finnish Centre at Tongji 
University. He is Honorary Doctor of the Aalto University School of 
Arts, Design and Architecture and the Eesti Kunstiakadeemia (Estonian 
University of Arts). 
yrjo.sotamaa@aalto.fi
Heico Wesselius received his Bachelor's degree in Business Adminis-
tration degree from The Amsterdam Business School (HES). He then 
worked for several years as a strategic advisor in various functional 
industry groups before returning to NY to pursue his Master’s degree. 
He enrolled in the Ph.D. program at the New School for Social Research 
(NSSR). Following his move to Australia, he works as a CSIRO & Univer-
sity Research Fellow in the Centre for Design Innovation at the School 
of Design, Swinburne University of Technology. His expertise lies in 
the development of innovation strategies that create resilient business 
models, product and service offerings that adapt to changing market 
conditions, innovation strategy and execution, complexity analysis and 
management, sustainable practice. Heico serves as a strategic adviser to 
several international based design-led organizations.   
wesseliush@gmail.com
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